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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA TO HOST NATIONAL
TELECONFERENCE ON NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL
MISSOULA A national teleconference on nuclear arms control titled "From Trinity
to Star Wars" will be transmitted live to the University of Montana via
satellite from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, in the M t . Sentinel Room of
University Center.

Admission is free.

The public is invited to attend.

People with their own satellite dishes can receive the teleconference through
the SATCOM 3R or WESTAR 4 satellites.
Sponsored locally by the Missoula Physicians for Social Responsibility
and the Student Action Center, "From Trinity to Star Wars" will originate in
Washington, D.C.

Viewers at conference sites in Atlanta, Chicago,

Philadelphia, San Francisco, Dallas and Amherst, Mass., will be able to call in
their questions to the five-member panel.

The conference will be telecast to

300 locations nationwide.
Panelists, chosen for their expertise on different aspects of the arms
race, include Paul Bracken, associate professor at Yale School of Management
and author of Command and Control of Nuclear Forces; Ambassador Jonathan Dean,
head of the U.S. delegation to the NATO-Warsaw Pact Force Reduction
Negotiations,

1978-1981; Albert Core Jr., U.S. Senator from Tennessee; and

Henry Kendall, professor of physics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and chairman of the Union of Concerned Scientists.
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The panel will be moderated by Leslie Gelb, chief national security
correspondent for the New York Times.

The program will also feature a

specially produced interview with Robert McNamara, secretary of defense during
the Kennedy administration.
The teleconference will begin with the film "First Strike, Last Strike,"
produced by the Union of Concerned Scientists.

The first segment of discussion

will deal with causes of instability and the Star Wars defense plan.

The

second segment will discuss solutions to the nuclear arms race and what might
be expected at the Geneva Summit Nov. 19-20.
"From Trinity to Star Wars"

marks the second time in a month that the

University of Montana has hosted a live national teleconference.

On Oct. 16

the World Food Day teleconference, also originating in Washington, D.C., was
transmitted to the M t . Sentinel Room.
The satellite transmission is received locally, or "downlinked," when the
communications beam reaches the dish on the roof of the Social Sciences
Building on campus, and is sent via cable to the receiver and monitor set up
for it.

The effect is like watching big-screen television and is similar to

watching Ted Koppel's "Nightline," in which viewers see live interviews
broadcast from around the world.

Although the university does not yet have the

equipment necessary for transmitting back out via satellite, it is easy to
receive such teleconferences and take part in national affairs at close range.
More information about the "From Trinity to Star Wars" teleconference is
available from the Student Action Center at the university at 243-5897.
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